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of Virginia, met at W 1lhambburgh to form the state constitu-
tion, and in the twenty -first section of that instrument, it is

‘admitted, ‘‘the Territories conia: ued within the umrters
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=z n,vrggﬁ f‘:e_ _1\‘{\_5(\_5':)!35 nt (\Eﬂwtit’lhﬁ a:n.. rbnna\nunnvg n\'r\ﬁsh

= PRV ._._. i

and South Carolma are hereby ceded, released and forever
rmed to the people_of those colonies respectively, with
e r-ig'nis of pruper 'y, jurisdiction asd government and
r richts whatsoever.”2_ In this section Virginia aban-
doned the Yerritory within the limits of the Maryland char-
ter. But having assumed the right to “cede, releuse, con-

firm, &c. &c.” which intimated tlnt she had some previ-
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tion, which met to form our constitution in the following

monih of October. it was resolved unanimously, as a pro-
test, your committee believe, that Virginia had no right to

-any « of the Temtory, &e. included in the charter granted

i-{ TN

by umrles ihe firsi, io Caecilius Calvert, Baren of Belii-

Ore'

The Fairfax stone now claimed as the oegmmng by Vir-
ginia, was planted by Lord Fairfax, and Virginia, without

the knowledge or consent of Lord Baltimore, before the
Convention wet to form the Virginia coastitution, and the
planting that stone was doubtless known to most of the
members of that Convention, yet our whole Territory with-
in our chartered hmlts, was glven up and abandoned,with-

wlner b Ao tlso °\I'xna nt

out prelenamg to clann the airfax stonc as taeg piac

beginnifig, leaving the great quequon of the first fountain,
within the meamncr of the charter open for future settle-

ment. ‘
4th. No one can doubt thai the intention ol the grantor
in the charter to Lord Baltlmore ought ul indeed must

]
prevall if left to the interpretation of a tnbuml qualified

anu C()ll-lpﬁtcut to glvo a llth "md correct U(’Cl‘;lon FO[‘ thC
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the king declared in the 22d section of the charter, “*an

puradvemure it may happen that any doubts or g uncnom

should arise concerning the true sense and meanmﬂ’ of any
word, clause or sentence, contained in this our prewnt char.

ter, we will charge and command that interpretation to be

ap ooiied. always, am} in all things and in alll our couris and

ories whatsoever. 0 obtain winch, shali be J"ugea
tu eg whna

juui
to be the more beneficial, proﬁtable and favorable to the
heirs and assigns.”

-
aforesaid, now Baron of Bai timore, his ne 1

Tor ihe better illustration of the intention ot—ﬁhﬁ‘flgg?‘

in regard to the question of ihe first fountain o tné 'Ot
mac, “His Excellency, Robert Edeo, Governor of the ¥Pre-
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